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to side and rear bound;:iries, (5) 1.0m high security fencing to front roadside boundaries, 

(6) signage on the building, (7) landscaping works, (8) connection to all services and (9) 
all necessary ancillary site development works to facilitate this development. The 

development requires and is accompanied by a Natura Impact Statement (NIS).

3.0 Relevant Legislation: 

3.1 Planning and Development Act. 2000 - 2023 

Section 2( 1 ) 

""works" includes any act or operation of construction, excavation, demolition, 
extension, alterations, repair or renewal and . . .. "

Section 3( 1) 
'development' means, except where the context otherwise requires, the carrying 
out of any works on, in over or under land or_the making of any material change 

of use of any structures or other land.' 

Section 4 (2) (a) (i) 
'The Minister may by regulations provide for any class of development to be 
exempted development for the purposes of this Act where he or she is of the 
opinion that-,-

Section 4 ( 4) 

(i) by reason of the size, nature or limited effect on its surroundings, of
development belonging to that class, the carrying out of such
development would not offend against principles of proper planning and
sustainable development, or ... '

'Notwithstanding· paragraphs (a), (i), (ia) and (I) of subsection (1) and any 
regulations under subsection (2), development shall not be exempted 
development . if an environmental impact assessment or an appropriate 
assessment of the development is required.' 

3.2· Planning and Development Regulations 2024 

Article 6( 1) 

'Subject to article 9, development of a class specified in column 1 of Part 1 of 
Schedule 2 shall be exempted development for the purposes of the Act, provided 

that such development complies with the conditions and limitations specified in 
column 2 of the said Part 1 opposite the· mention of that class in the said column 
1.' 

Article 9(1) Restrictions on Exemption 

"Development to which Article 6 relates shall not be exempted development for the 
purposes of the Act- 9(1 )(a) - if the carrying out of such development would' conflict 
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WHEREAS the question has arisen as to whether "property upgrades including the 

cqnversion of existing industrial storage building into accommodation for use under 

S1605 for International Protection Applicants" is development and whether these works 

are or are not Exempted development. 

AND WHEREAS Meath County Council in consideration of this question has had regard 

particularly to: 

(a) Sections 2(1 ), 3(1 ), 4(4) & 177U(9) of the Planning and Development Act 2023,

(b) Article 6 & 9 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2024,

AND WHEREAS Meath County Council has concluded: 

(a) The prope,rty upgrades including the conversion of existing industrial storage

building into accommodation for use under Sl605 for International Protection

Applicants is not exempted from the requirement to obtain planning permission

by virtue of Section 4( 4) of Planning and Development Act 2023 and by Article

(viiB) of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001-2024 as an

Appropriate Assessment of the development is required.

Sandra McCormack 

Executive Planner 

Date: 10/02/2024 
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Senior Executive Planner 
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