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Ordinary Meeting

1st September 2008, Council Chamber

An Cathaoirleach, Councillor Liz Mc Cormack, presided.

Members Present:

Councillors Charles Bobbett, Joseph Bonner, Patrick Boshell,  Oliver Brooks, Phillip Cantwell, William Carey, Shane Cassells, Eugene Cassidy, Jimmy Cudden, Jenny D’Arcy,  Anne Dillon-Gallagher,  John V Farrelly, Jimmy Fegan, Brian Fitzgerald, Michael Gallagher, Peter Higgins, Eoin Holmes, Jim Holloway, Tom Kelly, Nick Killian, Noel Leonard, Michael Lynch, James Mangan, Seamus Murray, Patsy O’ Neill, Bryan Reilly, Tommy Reilly.
Officials in Attendance:

County Manager: Tom Dowling

Head of Finance:  Fiona Lawless,

Directors of Service: Tadgh McDonnell, Eugene Cummins, Liam Henry, Michael Killeen.

Meetings Administrator Bill Sweeney
Senior Planners: Pat Gallagher, Wendy Moffett(A)

Senior Executive Officers: Larry Whelan, Martin Rogers, Marie Byrne, Aine Bird (A)

Administrative Officer: Olive Falsey

Apologies: Councillor Joe Reilly, Kevin Stewart
1.0 Confirmation of Minutes

1.1 Confirmation of Minutes of Monthly Meeting held on 7th July 2008
The minutes of the full council meeting held on 7th July 2008 were confirmed subject to the following amendment on the proposition of Councillor Phillip Cantwell, seconded by Councillor Jim Holloway
Item 7.1.3 

This item was withdrawn with the agreement of the Council on the proposal of Councillor Jim Mangan seconded by Councillor Patsy O’Neill.

1.2 Confirmation of Minutes of Annual Meeting held on 7th July 2008

The minutes of the Annual meeting held on the 7th July 2008 were confirmed on the proposition of Councillor Tom Kelly, seconded by Councillor Tommy Reilly

2.0 Matters arising from the minutes

Councillor Tom Kelly proposed to suspend Standing Orders to discuss the recent media coverage re the South Drogheda environs Local Area Plan. Councillor Shane Cassells seconded the proposal and standing orders were suspended.

Members expressed disappointment and anger with the article, which appeared in the Sunday Business Post and believed that it cast a slur on the work of the Councillors, Co. Manager and Staff. 
Councillor Brian Fitzgerald suggested that an investigation should be launched to clearly identify the areas of concern. Councillor Tommy Reilly seconded this proposal and expressed concern that Deputy Shane McEntee was ill-informed on the matter.  
The Co. Manager, Tom Dowling advised that he was in the process of seeking clarification on the comments made in the article, as it constituted an insult to the Planning function. He asserted that he was very happy with the Planning process in Co. Meath. He also advised that procedure was being followed and everyone was entitled to have their say and that included the NRA’s objection to An Bord Pleanála.

Following a full discussion it was unanimously agreed that the Meetings Administrator, Bill Sweeney should refer the matter to the Council’s Law Agent instructing him to write  to Minister Dick Roche and Deputy Shane McEntee seeking clarification on the specific issues that were of concern to them.

3.0 Expressions of Sympathy and Congratulations

The following expressions of sympathy were extended to:

3.1 Helen Farrelly, Motor Tax on the death of her mother May Lynn, RIP

3.2 Deirdre Mc Dermott, Environment on the death of her  mother-in-law Teresa O’ Donnell RIP (former Branch Librarian)

3.3 Peter Taaffe on the death of his wife.

3.4 Mel Cronin, Infrastructure on the death of his mother Mrs Judy Cronin, RIP

3.5 James Mangan on the death of his sister in law.

3.6 Cassidy, Price and Curry families on their recent bereavements.

3.7 Tommy Costello, Trim area on the death of his father and Rachel Brennan, Housing on the death of her father-in-law Tom Costello RIP

3.8 The family of Aidan Lynch RIP (former Kells Town Council member)

3.9 Mary Bergin on the death of her father.

Congratulations were extended to: 

3.10 Darren Sutherland on wining a bronze medal at the Olympics and to all the Irish Olympians.

3.11 To ‘Community Games’ its 40th. anniversary and its hosting of the games at Mosney for 35 years.

3.12 Michael Killeen on his recent appointment as Director of Services

3.13 The Heritage Staff and the local communities for their hard work during Heritage Week.

3.14 The staff who provided emergency services throughout the recent adverse weather conditions.

4.0 Correspndence

The following correspondences were noted by the members.
4.1 Correspondence received from An Bord Pleanála in relation to notification of outcome of Pre-Application consultations in respect of a Strategic Infrastructure Development for a proposed increased rate of waste acceptance at the permitted residual waste landfill at Knockharley, near Kentstown, Co. Meath.
4.2 Correspondence received from An Bord Pleanála in relation to dates scheduled for a preliminary meeting and substantive oral hearing for the proposed development Biomass Combined Heat and Power (CHP) Plant and an associated Ash Landfill at College Road, Nobber, Co. Meath.

4.3 Notification received from John O’ Neill, Assistant Principal, Civil Defence Board in relation to allocation of a Ford Transit Minibus 

4.4 Correspondence received from Jonathan Cullen, Environment Policy Section, DOELG in relation to the Control of Postering for Elections and Referenda.

Agreed that members should forward their views to the Meetings Administrator to allow him to make a collective submission on behalf of the Council.

4.5 Circular Letter WPRR 04/08 regarding policy guidance pursuant to section 60 of the Waste Management Act, 1996 – Action against illegal waste activity – the use of sanctions

4.6 Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill 2008 – Summary Content, full content of the bill on Meath Local Authorities Extranet Homepage

4.7 Notification of the new East Border Region Board members

4.8 Correspondence received from Ray Mitchell, Director, HSE in relation to the newly elected Chairperson and Vice-Chairman of the Regional Health Forum Dublin North East. 

4.9 Correspondence received from Limerick County Council, Co-ordinating Authority Shannon International River Basin District

4.10 Correspondence received from Mary Lynch, Secretary, The Meath Association of London.

4.11 Acknowledgement letter received from Minister John Gormley T.D. in relation to Construction of a Biomass Combined Heat and Power (CHP) Plant at Nobber, Co. Meath.  

4.12 Circular letter F.20/08 – revision of Electoral Area Boundaries

4.13 Correspondence received from Laurence Kelly, Principal Officer, Local Government Finance, DOEHLG in relation to  Payroll and Administrative Costs 2009

The Co Manager, Tom Dowling outlined the position in relation to the circular emphasising that the Council had been involved in a programme of cost control for the past number of years. A letter had already issued to the DoEHLG outlining the Meath situation and highlighting once again the inadequate funding and staffing situation. 

4.14 Correspondence received from Dave Corcoran, Assistant Principal, Local Services Section, DOEHLG in relation to Capital Funding Programe for Public Libraries.

4.15 Notification from Deirdre Mahony, Social Housing (Construction & Procurement), DOEHLG in relation to postponement for proposals under the Remedial Works Scheme.
4.16 Press release Minister Finneran launches “The Way Home” – A new Government Strategy to combat adult homelessness.

4.17 Correspondence received from Department of Transport in relation to declaration of Motorways under Roads Act, 2007.
4.18 Report from B McGrath DOS on recent flooding.

Members welcomed the report and congratulated the Council staff and emergency services on the response to the very bad weather. 

B Sweeney advised that following problems with the out of hours service for a period on August 16t the procedures and service for the future would be examined in the light of the new Major Emergency Management Framework.
5.0 Report from Protocol Committee

The Meetings Administrator, Bill Sweeney presented the report from the Protocol Meeting:

5.1 It was agreed that the Leas Cathaoirleach would attend future meetings of the Protocol Committee so as to be familiar with the business.
5.2 Province V TV will make a presentation to the Protocol Committee.
5.3 A special meeting will take place on Wednesday 1st. October regarding the Cavan/Meath 400 KW project. Representatives from Eirgrid and NEPP will be invited to attend.
6.0 Disposal of Land in accordance with Statutory Notices circulated pursuant  to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 in respect of:

7.0 Other Statutory Business

7.1 Planning and Economic Development

7.1.1 To receive a presentation on Proposed Variation No. 7 of the Meath County Development Plan 2007 -2013, which refers to two parcels of land located in the townlands of Readsland and Johnstown, Dunshaughlin. The lands lie between the current development boundary in the Dunshaughlin Development Plan and the M3 motorway link road (Objective DS17 in the Dunshaughlin Development Plan). The lands do not currently have a land use zoning objective. The proposed variation comprises of the following elements:
· The zoning of approx. 2.39 ha to Land Use Zoning Objective B3 “To protect, provide for and improve local shopping facilities in order to create and retain a vibrant and sustainable neighbourhood centre to cater for primarily local needs.”
· The zoning of approx 2.07 ha to Land Use Zoning Objective A2 “To provide for new residential communities and community facilities and to protect existing residential areas.”
· The inclusion of a local objective, to allow for convenience retail provision including a supermarket/discount foodstore to range in size from 1,000 – 1,500 sqm and the provision of a childcare facility of adequate size to cater for the adjoining residential population, on the lands identified as B3

If thought fit to resolve to place this variation on public display in accordance with Section 13 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 as amended.

Unanimously resolved on the proposal of Councillor Oliver Brooks and seconded by Councillor Noel Leonard.
7.1.2 To adopt the Taking in Charge Policy for Residential Estates as presented to the members of Meath County Council at the May Council meeting. 
Unanimously adopted on the proposal of Councillor Tommy Reilly and seconded by Councillor John V. Farrelly.
7.2 Infrastructure

7.2.1 To consider the Manager’s Report in accordance with Part VIII of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 and 2006, to construct works in connection with Kells Waste Water Treatment Plant Optimisation Works.
The Co. Manager’s report was noted on the  proposal of Councillor Michael Lynch and seconded by Councillor Eugene Cassidy.
7.3 Housing, Social Community & Cultural

7.3.1 To consider the Manager’s report in accordance with Part VIII of the Planning & Development Regulations 2001 and 2006, to relocate the existing playground in the townland of Commons 1st Division, Trim, Co. Meath, to the Porch field, in the townland of Blackfriary 2nd Division, Trim, Co. Meath. (adjourned from the July meeting)
This item was withdrawn on the proposal of Councillor Willie Carey,  seconded by Councillor Jimmy Fegan
7.3.2 To receive a report on the Housing Needs Assessment 
This item was adjourned to the Special Housing Meeting to be held on October 15th.
7.4 Finance

7.4.1 To raise a loan of €2.317 million from the Housing Finance Agency to fund the purchase of 22 number Affordable Units at Bailis Athlumney, Navan.
Approved on the proposition of Cllr. Jenny D’Arcy, seconded Cllr. Jimmy Fegan.

Councillor Jimmy Fegan suggested in relation to items of this nature that a short briefing note be included with the agenda to avoid unnecessary discussion. The Meetings Administrator agreed to consider this for appropriate items.

Standing Order No 5 was suspended on the proposal of Councillor Fegan seconded by Councillor Leonard to allow the meeting to continue until 7 p.m.

7.5 Corporate Services

7.5.1 To adopt the Higher Education Grant Scheme 2008/2009 
Approved on the proposition of Councillor Tommy Reilly, seconded by Councillor Nick Killian.
8.0 Notices of Motion

8.1 Submitted by Fine Gael Group of Meath County Council

“That management of Meath County Council present a report to members on overall ERG and DPG current applicants and expected waiting times for perspective new applicants.”

This item was adjourned to special housing meeting on the 15th October 2008

8.2 Submitted by the Dunshaughlin Electoral Area Members

“That Meath County Council consider and adopt a Policy in respect of Maintenance of Roundabouts and Sponsorship of same to generate revenue to fund a Maintenance Programme.”

Proposed by Councillor Nick Killian, seconded by Councillor Charles Bobbett.
8.3 Submitted by Councillor Eoin Holmes

“That this Council formally requests the Minister of Finance, Brian Lenihan, to approve, without delay, the Mornington River (Mornington) Certified Drainage Scheme in order that the Office of Public Works may begin work on this urgently needed flood protection project.”

Proposed by Councillor Eoin Holmes, seconded by Councillor Jimmy Cudden

Eugene Cummins, Director of Services advised the meeting that the following had been confirmed by the OPW in relation to this scheme:

· The public exhibition of the scheme commenced in March this year.
· 18 observations had been received and replies issued to the relevant parties. No amendments to the exhibited scheme had arisen out of the observations received

· A Report on the Public Exhibition, as required under the legislation, had been prepared. 

· The Confirmation Drawings, Schedules and EIS had been finalised and approved by the Director of Engineering Services and submitted to Commissioners of Public Works for sealing and approval following which the scheme will be forwarded to the Minister for Finance for confirmation.” 

9.0 Schedule of Manager’s Orders

9.1 Schedule of Manager’s Orders - Infrastructure

9.2 Schedule of Manager’s Orders - Environment

9.3 Schedule of Manager’s Orders – Housing Construction

9.4 Schedule of Manager’s Orders – Community & Enterprise

The above Manager’s orders were noted by the members.

10.0 Presentations from Other Bodies

10.1 To  receive presentation from the DTO on the Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) of the Transport Strategy for the Greater Dublin Area (GDA) for the period 2010 – 2030 (John Henry)
Deferred to the October meeting with the agreement of the Council.
11.0 Any Other Business

11.1 Councillor Phillip Cantwell asked that all documentation he was seeking in his role as Chair of the Tara Mines Monitoring Committee be made available to him without delay.
11.2 Councillor William Carey criticised the quantity of glossy magazines in circulation from Government bodies.
11.3 Councillor Michael Lynch asked if any reply had been received from the OPW in relation to Sliabh na Callaigh. The Meetings Administrator, Bill Sweeney advised that no reply had been received.

11.4 Councillor Nick Killian asked for a report, at a future meeting, of the expenditure on consultants by the Council and a report on how the reduction in such expenditure now required would affect the Council’s activities.

11.5 Brendan McGrath, Director of Services advised the meeting that the joint meeting of the Planning and Housing SPC’s would be open to all Councillors.

11.6 Eugene Cummins, Director of Services updated Councillors on the position re sale of vehicles on the public road. It was agreed to support the position of the SPC to seek an amendment of existing legislation and to write to the Department of Transport on the issue. 

This concluded the business of the meeting.    
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