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Ordinary Meeting

3rd March 2008, Council Chamber

An Cathaoirleach, Councillor Nick Killian, presided.

Members Present:

Councillors Charles Bobbett, Joseph Bonner, Patrick Boshell, Phillip Cantwell, William Carey, Shane Cassells, Eugene Cassidy, Jimmy Cudden, Jennifer D’Arcy, John V Farrelly, Brian Fitzgerald, Michael Gallagher, Peter Higgins, Eoin Holmes, Jim Holloway, Tom Kelly, Noel Leonard, Michael Lynch, James Mangan, Liz McCormack, Seamus Murray, Patsy O’ Neill, Bryan Reilly, Joe Reilly, Tommy Reilly.

Officials in Attendance:

County Manager: Tom Dowling

Head of Finance:  Fiona Lawless,

Directors of Service:  Brendan McGrath, Kevin Stewart, Tadgh McDonnell, Eugene Cummins, Liam Henry. Ciaran Mangan (A)
Senior Executive Officers: Larry Whelan, Martin Rogers, Micheal Griffin, Marie Byrne

Meetings Administrator Bill Sweeney

Apologies
Councillors Oliver Brooks, Anne Dillon-Gallagher and Jimmy Fegan.
1.0 Confirmation of Minutes

1.1 Confirmation of Minutes of Monthly Meeting held on 4th February 2008.
The minutes of full council meeting held on 4th February 2008 were confirmed on the proposition of Councillor Phillip Cantwell, seconded by Councillor James Mangan.

2.0 Matters arising from the minutes

There were no matters arising from the minutes.
3.0 Expressions of Sympathy and Congratulations

The following expressions of sympathy were extended to:-

3.1 Angelus Crosbie, Corporate Services on the death of his father Brian Crosbie, R.I..P.

The following expressions of congratulations were noted to:-

3.2 Councillor Seamus Murray congratulated all involved in progressing approval for the rail line to Pace. Councillor Tommy Reilly particularly commended the County  Manager and his team for their role in advancing the project.

It was agreed to write to Minister Frank Fahey in relation to the provision of park and ride facilities at Pace. Proposed by Councillor Tom Kelly seconded by Councillor Liz McCormack.
3.3 Councillor Peter Higgins congratulated Councillor Shane Cassell’s on his recent marriage.
4.0 Correspondence

The following correspondences were noted.
4.1 Correspondence received from Diarmuid O’ Suilleabhain , Sonairte, Laytown in relation to Tree Work 2008 .

4.2 Return to the Department of the Environment in relation to the Register of Electors

4.3 Correspondence received from Pamela Arthurs, CEO, East Border Region in relation Association of European Borders Regions Conference 2010.




Kevin Stewart, Director of Services advised that the County would be bidding for this conference.
4.4 Correspondence received from Superintendent Joseph O’ Connor in relation to National Crime Reduction and Prevention Strategy.

It was agreed on the proposal of Councillor Liz McCormack seconded by Councillor Tom Kelly to hold a special meeting on this issue

4.5 Circular letter SIU 3-08 Transfer of the Special Housing Aid for the Elderly Scheme from the Health Service Executive to the DoEHLG

4.6 Notification of Outcome of Pre-application consultations in respect of a strategic infrastructure development from An Bord Pleanála.

Brendan McGrath, Director of Services advised that College Proteins had informed the Council of their intention to make this application on 27/2/07 and that the determination of the application was a matter for the Bord. On the proposal of Councillor Eugene Cassidy seconded by Councillor Brian Fitzgerald it was agreed to write to Minister John Gormley expressing the Council’s concern and questioning if this was the type of project that the legislation was designed to facilitate.

4.7  Acknowledgement letter received from Minister John Gormley, T.D., Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government in response to water services charges applicable to community child care facilities. 
Councillor Liz McCormack expressed disappointment at the Minister’s reply.  On the proposal of Councillor Nick Killian seconded by Councillor Liz McCormack it was agreed to write to the Minister in relation to the application of concessions to ABA schools
5.0 Report from Protocol Committee

The Meetings Administrator, Bill Sweeney reported as follows:

· It was recommended to hold a special meeting on the draft guidelines on Sustainable Residential Development in Urban Areas. Date to be agreed between Cathaoirleach and Meetings Administrator. Following discussion it was agreed to include the Crime reduction issue in the special agenda.
· Arrangements are being made to send Meath Representatives to Le Touquet France to join representatives from Cary at the Chantier Nature Festival.

· All councillors are encouraged to attend the LAMA conference to be held in Trim on 27th and 28th March 2008.

6.0 Disposal of Land in accordance with Statutory Notices circulated pursuant to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001.
7.0 Other Statutory Business

7.1 Planning and Economic Development

7.1.1 To receive a presentation on Meath Council Council’s Planning and Development Guidance note 1 (Guidance on documentation to be submitted in support of local need application.
Councillor  Tommy Reilly, Chair of the Planning and Economic Development Strategic Policy Committee recommended the adoption of the document describing on the basis that all issues raised by Councillors at the January meeting had been addressed. Michael Griffin, Senior Executive Officer gave a presentation on the revised document and outlined the consultation that had taken place with Councillors on the issue. He also advised that all agents would be circulated with the document.

Liam Henry, Director of Services supported the document and advised that letters from Councillors would be considered in conjunction with other information. The operation of the new system would be reviewed in 12 months.
The guidance notes were approved on the proposition of Councillor Tommy  Reilly, seconded by Councillor Phillip Cantwell.
It was agreed on the proposal of Councillor Seamus Murray seconded by Councillor William Carey that Liam Henry, Director of Services would attend all area meetings to clarify issues on centralisation of planning.
7.1.2 To consider Taking in Charge of the following estate known as Friarspark, Trim as recommended by the Trim Electoral Area members at their February meeting.
Withdrawn until Trim Area Committee have considered the matter.
7.2 Infrastructure
7.2.1 To consider and if thought fit to approve for public display the “Draft” Road Traffic (Special Speed Limits) County of Meath Bye-Laws 2008.

Eugene Cummins, Director of Services advised that this represented the commencement of the statutory process and that proposals from the area committees had been incorporated into the draft. Consultation had also taken place with the Gardai and National Roads Authority. Once the consultation process had been completed reports would be brought to each area committee outlining submissions received and technical response.

The proposal was approved on the proposition of Councillor Jim Holloway, seconded by Councillor Liz Mc Cormack.

7.2.2 To consider and if thought fit to adopt the Jarvey Byelaws for Trim Town and Trim Area. (agreed by the Trim Town elected members.)
A presentation was made by Brian Murphy, Administrative Officer on the proposed byelaws which have already been approved by Trim Town Council.

The Byelaws were approved on the proposition of Councillor Phillip Cantwell, seconded by Councillor Tom Kelly.
7.2.3 To consider the extinguishment of the public right of way over a roadway located on CR231 from the junction of the CR228 and CR231 for a distance of 9.3m to the junction of CR231 at Castletown, Co. Meath as recommended by the Navan Electoral Area members at their February  meeting.
Approved on the proposition of Councillor James Mangan, seconded by Councillor Patsy O’ Neill.
7.3 Housing, Social, Community & Cultural

7.3.1 To approve the raising of a loan of €492,709 under Section 6 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1992, and under the Capital Loan & Subsidy Scheme in respect of the construction of 4 houses by BIH Housing Association (Ireland) Ltd on our lands at Lagore Road, Dunshaughlin.

Approved on the proposition of Councillor Jim Holloway, seconded by Councillor Peter Higgins.

7.3.2 To consider recommendations for the Festival Grant Scheme 2008 

Approved on the proposition of Councillor Tom Kelly, seconded by Councillor Jim Holloway.

7.3.3 To consider recommendations for the Professional Arts Development Fund 2008.

Approved on the proposition of Councillor Jim Holloway, seconded by Councillor Patsy O’ Neill.

               Suspension of Standing Order No 5

Standing order No 5 was suspended on the proposition of Councillor Noel Leonard seconded by Councillr Liz McCormack to allow the meeting to continue until 6.30pm.

7.3.4 To receive report from the Housing, Social, Community & Cultural Development Strategic Policy Committee.
Councillor James Mangan , Chair of the Strategic Policy Committee outlined the activities of the Committee and thanked all involved in its work.
In a detailed presentation Brendan McGrath, Director of Services outlined the current capital housing programme. Funding for the 2008 - 2010 programme would be a maximum of €80m. Funding of €37.6m is required for the 2008 programme leaving €43.4m to cover 2009-2010. Given that 2009 starts would require funding of €79m this would leave additional funding of some €70m required to fund the Council’s programme for 2008-2010.
In relation to the Remedial Works Scheme for Townparks, Brendan Mc Grath, Director of Services advised that tenders would be opened in the coming week, contract should be signed late 2008 with a start date of early 2009. The budget cost was €17m and agreement had been reached with the Department to fund €14m which would be taken from the 2008-2010 capital programme allocation of €80m. Realistically the total project cost would be funded over a 4 year period.
On the issue of Essential Repairs Grant and Disabled Persons Grant application it was expected that the current backlog would be cleared by end of 2008.

               Suspension of Standing Order No 5

Standing order No 5 was suspended on the proposition of Councillor John Farrelly seconded by Councillor Shane Cassells to allow the meeting to continue until 7.00pm.

7.3.5 To consider report in accordance with Part VIII of the Planning & Development Regulations 2001 for the provision of a Community Resource Centre, together with associated site works at Phase 9 of the Residential Development currently under construction, located at Windtown, Navan, Co. Meath .
Approved on the proposition of Councillor Tommy Reilly, seconded by Councillor James Mangan.

7.4 Finance


7.4.1 To receive Statutory Audit Report and audited Annual Financial Statement of the Accounts of Meath County Council for the Financial Year ended 31st December 2006.
Fiona Lawless, Head of Finance briefly outlined the main points of the report and accounts. She confirmed that the issue of unfunded balances was being addressed and that she expected to return a surplus for the financial year ended 31st December 2007.
Proposed by  Councillor Patsy  O’ Neill, seconded by Councillor Jim Holloway.

               Suspension of Standing Order No 5

Standing order No 5 was suspended on the proposition of Councillor Tommy Reilly seconded by Councillor Patsy O’Neill to allow the meeting to continue until 7.45pm.

8.0 Notice of Question

8.1 Submitted by Councillor Michael Lynch

“Planning Permission Register Number 93-000831 date of grant 13th October 1993  in name J.J. Flood & Sons Ltd., subject to 6 Conditions.
· List dates on which conditions were complied with under Meath County Council supervision.

· List dates on which compliance notices were served by Meath County Council.

· List action taken by Meath County Council to ensure terms of said grant of planning permission were complied by J.J. Flood & Sons Ltd.”
With the agreement of Councillor Michael Lynch this matter was adjourned to the April meeting on the proposal of Councillor Liz McCormack, seconded by Councillor Eoin Holmes.
8.2 Submitted by Councillor Eoin Holmes

“Does the Council expect to be in a position to fund the identification of the public Rights of Way in Meath, as set out in the County Development Plan, during the 2008 financial year?”

Liam Henry, Director of Services noted the question and advised that progress was dependant on funding and the availability of external resources
9.0 Notices of Motion

9.1 Submitted by the Navan Electoral Area Members 

“That in the interest of driver and pedestrian safety that it  be the policy of Meath County Council to provide central and marginal road markings, where possible, on all Meath County road structure.”
Referred to the Infrastructure Strategic Policy Committee on the proposal of Councillor Tommy Reilly seconded by Councillor Jim Holloway.
10.0 Schedule of Manager’s Orders

10.1 Schedule of Manager’s Orders - Infrastructure

10.2 Schedule of Manager’s Orders - Environment

10.3 Schedule of Manager’s Orders – Housing Construction

The above schedules were noted.

This concluded the business of the meeting.    
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