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Special Meeting

14th January 2008, Council Chamber
An Cathaoirleach, Councillor Nick Killian, presided.

Members Present:

Councillors Charles Bobbett, Joseph Bonner, Oliver Brooks, Phillip Cantwell, William Carey, Shane Cassells, Eugene Cassidy, Jimmy Cudden, Jennifer D’Arcy, John V Farrelly, Jimmy Fegan, Brian Fitzgerald, Michael Gallagher, Peter Higgins, Eoin Holmes, Jim Holloway, Noel Leonard, Michael Lynch, James Mangan, Liz McCormack, Seamus Murray, Patsy O’ Neill, Bryan Reilly, Joe Reilly, Tommy Reilly.

Officials in Attendance:

County Manager: Tom Dowling

Head of Finance:  Fiona Lawless,

Directors of Service:  Brendan McGrath, Kevin Stewart, Tadgh McDonnell, Eugene Cummins, Liam Henry. Michael Killeen (A)
Senior Executive Officers: Martin Rogers, Michael Griffin
Senior Planner. Bernard Greene

Meetings Administrator Bill Sweeney

Apologies
Councillors Patrick Boshell, Anne Dillon Gallagher and Tom Kelly.
In advance of opening the meeting an Cathaoirleach raised the recent fatality at Kilmoon Cross and asked that pressure be brought of the NRA to immediately install lighting at this junction.
1.0 To receive presentation on Strategic Infrastructure Act.
Michael Griffin Senior Executive Officer gave a presentation in relation to the Strategic Infrastructure Act outlining the procedures involved. He advised that the exact nature of the process would not be clear until An Bord Pleanála made a determination on this matter. The Council’s input would involve an invitation to make a submission or the preparation of a full planning report which would be brought to a Council meeting for the members consideration.
2.0 To receive report on provisions of County Development Plan in relation to proposed Eirgrid Project
Bernard Greene Senior Planner gave a presentation on the provision of the County Development Plan in relation to infrastructure and the electricity network. The County Development Plan applies the following tests to any project:
· Is development required in order to facilitate the provision or retention of significant 
               economic or social infrastructure?

· Has route proposed been identified with due consideration for social, 
               environmental and cultural impacts?

· Is the design such that will achieve least environmental impact consistent with not 
               incurring excessive cost;
· Where impacts are inevitable,have been mitigation features included?

Has the following been taken into account:
· Protected and Designated areas – proposed National Heritage Areas (NHAs) Special Protected Areas (SPAs) and Candidate Special Areas of Conservation (SACs), areas of archaeological potential, landscapes of exceptional or high value, international or national importance and high sensitivity, proximity to structures that are listed for preservation, national monuments, etc. 
3.0 To receive presentation from Consultants in relation to under grounding of high voltage cables.
Eugene Cummins Director of Services, introduced the representatives of McLellans ( David Lissell; James Davies; Derek Berriman). The Director of Services outlined the efforts that he had made to source independent consultants to brief the Council. He emphasised that the consultants brief was confined to the issue of under grounding. Despite his best efforts he had been unable to source a health specialist and would continue do so.

The consultants delivered a detailed presentation on high voltage lines and the issue of under grounding. A large number of questions were raised by Councillors and it was agreed to adjourn to allow the consultants prepare a detailed reply.

The meeting adjourned at 12.05 pm.

On resuming at 12.35 pm it was agreed to take Item 4 and on conclusion return to item 3 Proposed by Councillor William Carey seconded by Councillor James Mangan. 
4.0 To discuss Meath County Councils Planning and Development Guidance Note 1 (Guidance on documentation to be submitted in support of local need applications.
Councillor Tommy Reilly, chair of the Planning SPC recommended adoption of the document as presented. Michael Griffin Senior Executive Officer emphasised that the document was for the guidance of applicants and it was a decision for each individual as to what, apart from statutory requirements, they chose to submit.
Following a number of concerns raised by Councillors it was agreed to refer the matter back to the SPC on the proposal of Councillor Tommy Reilly seconded by Councillor Noel Leonard
3.0 To receive presentation from Consultants in relation to under grounding of high voltage cables.

The consultants gave the following replies to issues raised by the members:
1. Issues relating to health are not within the consultants brief nor was the issue of routing
2. A number of issues raised would require a detailed feasibility study (cost, routing, length required to make under grounding viable, number of trenches required)
3. Underground or overhead construction would require the same permanent way leave
4. Costs of the project would usually be recovered over time by system charges. The details would be  a matter for Eirgrid

5. Power losses with either method would not be significantly different

6. Tunnelling would be expensive and would be seen as a last option

7. The statistics quoted were up to six years old

8. The use of infrastructure corridors ( motorways rail etc ) was possible but power lines could compromise future expansion

9. Fault finding times on underground cables had improved but repair time was still significantly greater

10. Effects of severe weather on pylons was a matter under constant review

11. The build time for overhead was less than under ground

12. The size of the reactive compensator sub stations would be a commercial decision

13. The consultants could see an increase in under grounding but only for specific areas (eg Vale of York)
14. The UK /Ireland link must be DC with necessary converters provided

15. It is not possible to add the new 400kV line to existing towers

16. The consultants had no direct information on a recent project in Estonia

17. It is not possible to compare maintenance costs for under ground and over ground as there is an element of fixed and variable costs.

18. Towers would be required every 350m to 500m, joint boxes would be required every 800-900m with one box per phase
In conclusion Eugene Cummins Director of Services reiterated that the consultants brief was solely in relation to the issue of underground versus over ground. The detailed feasibility study referred to by the consultants could only be undertaken when a route was identified and its commissioning would be a matter for Eirgrid.
Councillor Nick Killian, an Cathaoirleach thanked the consultants and commended Eugene Cummins for his efforts in organising the meeting.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed:





             An Cathaoirleach

Date:
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