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Ordinary Meeting

1st December 2008, Council Chamber

An Cathaoirleach, Councillor Liz Mc Cormack, presided.

Members Present:

Councillors Charles Bobbett, Joseph Bonner, Patrick Boshell, Oliver Brooks, Phillip Cantwell, William Carey, Shane Cassells, Eugene Cassidy, Jimmy Cudden, Jenny D’Arcy,  Anne Dillon-Gallagher,  John V Farrelly, Jimmy Fegan, Brian Fitzgerald, Michael Gallagher, Eoin Holmes, Jim Holloway, Tom Kelly, Nick Killian, Noel Leonard, James Mangan, Seamus Murray, Patsy O’ Neill, Bryan Reilly, Joe Reilly, Tommy Reilly.
Officials in Attendance:

County Manager: Tom Dowling

Head of Finance:  Fiona Lawless,

Directors of Service: Kevin Stewart, Tadhg McDonnell, Eugene Cummins, Liam Henry, Michael Killeen, Brendan McGrath

Meetings Administrator Bill Sweeney
Senior Planners: Pat Gallagher, Wendy Bagnall (A)

Senior Executive Officers: Martin Rogers, Larry Whelan, Michael Griffin, Marie Byrne

Administrative Officer: Olive Falsey

Apologies:

Councillors Peter Higgins, Michael Lynch
1.0 Confirmation of Minutes

1.1 Confirmation of Minutes of Monthly Meeting held on 3rd November 2008.

The minutes of the Full Council Meeting held on 3rd November 2008 were confirmed on the proposition of Councillor Phillip Cantwell, seconded by Councillor James Mangan.
1.2 Confirmation of Minutes of Special Planning Meeting held on 30th October 2008

The minutes of the Special Planning Meeting held on 30th October 2008 were confirmed on the proposition of Councillor James Mangan, seconded by Councillor Seamus Murray. 

1.3 Confirmation of Minutes of Special Finance Meeting held on 30th October 2008 

The minutes of the Special Finance Meeting held on 30th October 2008 were confirmed on the proposition of Councillor Patsy O’ Neill, seconded by James Mangan.
1.4 Confirmation of Minutes of Special Housing Meeting held on 5th November 2008

The minutes of the Special Housing Meeting held on 5th November 2008 were confirmed on the proposition of Councillor Anne Dillon Gallagher, seconded by Councillor James Mangan.
2.0 Matters arising from the minutes

3.0 Expressions of Sympathy and Congratulations

The following expressions of sympathy were extended to:

3.1 Ronan McKenna, Motor Tax on the death of his mother Mrs Kathleen McKenna, RIP

3.2 Paul Cooney on his recent bereavement.
Expressions of congratulations were extended to:

3.3 Congratulations on the recent successes of Kilmessan Hurling Club.

3.4 Congratulations to the Aisling Group on their recent success at the Co-operation Ireland Pride of Place Awards.
4.0 Correspondence
The following correspondence was noted by the members:
4.1 Acknowledgment letter received from Minister John Gormley in relation to Kells and Navan electoral boundaries extension


4.2 Correspondence received from Ray Mitchell, Director, HSE outlining scheduled Regional Health Forum and Committee Meetings 2009

4.3 Correspondence in relation to Greenstar application for planning permission with An Bord Pleanala (Ref No: PA009) 
Members expressed opposition to this application.

It was agreed that a letter would issue to the Courts Service/EPA requesting an early date for hearing of summonses against Greenstar. 

The Planning Report will be put before the January meeting to give Members to have their views appended.
4.4 Correspondence received from Deaglán O Briain in relation to regulations under section 9 (1) of the Official Languages Act 2003.

4.5 Correspondence received from David Waddell, Commission Secretary in relation to Part 15 of the Local Government Act 2001 – Public Registers of Interest.

4.6 Meath Arts Development Plan 2009 – 2013 – Written Submission Request

4.7 Correspondence circulated on Homechoice Loan scheme from DOEHLG.

4.8 Notification from Irish Rail in relation to Public Consultation dates for the 13th and 14th January 2009.    
4.9 Reply from Minister Dick Roche to letter issued from Meath Co. Council and subsequent reply issued by Bill Sweeney.
The Members expressed their anger and disappointment at the contents of Minister Roche’s letter and criticised his intervention in this matter, which is a statutory function of the Council. The following resolution was unanimously adopted on the proposal of Councillor Brian Fitzgerald and seconded by Councillor Tommy Reilly:
“This Council calls on Minister Dick Roche to resign as a result of his inappropriate intervention in relation to the Draft Southern Environs of Drogheda Local Area Plan”.


The Council also resolved that the Meetings’ Administrator should bring this 
                              resolution to the attention of An Taoiseach.

The Meetings’ Administrator also advised the Council’s law agent that a letter had issued to Deputy Shane McEntee regarding his comments on the Draft Southern Environs of Drogheda Local Area Plan.
5.0 E.U. Correspondence

5.1 EU News Bulletin Number 54 – November 2008
6.0 Report from Protocol Committee

The Meetings Administrator, Bill Sweeney advised that there was nothing to report.
7.0 Disposal of Land in accordance with Statutory Notices circulated pursuant to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001.
8.0 Other Statutory Business

8.1 Planning and Economic Development

8.1.1 To defer consideration of the Managers Report on submissions received as a result of the display of the Draft Local Area Plan for the Southern Environs of Drogheda until the Special Council Meeting to be held on the 8th December 2008.
Approved on the proposition of Councillor Tom Kelly, seconded by Councillor Michael Gallagher

8.1.2 To consider and if thought fit to grant Planning Permission in material contravention of the Navan Development Plan 2003- 2009 in respect of Planning Application Reference  NA801022 by The Board of Management Scoil Naomh Eoin for development at Clonmagadden, Navan, Co. Meath which seeks to develop a new two storey school incorporating the  following:
· 16 no. classrooms, 

· general purpose room, 

· library and resource room, 

· multi purpose room, 

· staff room, 
· special tuition rooms, 

· teachers room and all office ancillary storage and toilets, 

· staff and visitor car parking, 

· bus set down area, 

· external play areas, 

· access road and all ancillary site works 

Significant Further Information and Revised Plans have been furnished to the Planning Authority in respect of this proposed development, including; 

(1) a revised Site Plan incorporating additional car parking, bicycle parking, revised site boundary, public lighting layout and a cycle laneway 

(2) engineer’s report detailing the foul water, storm water, potable water and the feasibility of a rainwater harvesting system to service the development. 

The proposed development would materially contravene the following development objective of the Navan Development Plan 2003 - 2009

i)        Objective LAP 5 Page 161 of the Navan Development Plan which seeks to provide development on:

“Lands north of the existing Local Distributor Road linking the Proudstown Road with the Rathaldron Road and south of Kilsaran Lane. This area is intended for general development, primarily to provide for community, recreational and educational facilities, to include for the provision of adequate lands for a primary school, secondary school, childcare facilities, community and resource centre, health centre and to include ancillary uses such as residential, employment generating uses, local shopping facilities etc provided they are appropriate to scale and do not unduly interfere with the predominant community, recreational and educational land use. The development of these lands shall be subject to the timely provision of the section of the Local Distributor Road, RT 3 linking the Windtown Road to the Athboy Road.
Michael Killeen, Director of Services declared that he was a member of the Board of Management of the School and withdrew from the meeting.

Following a presentation by planning staff the resolution was adopted on the proposition of Councillor Jenny D’Arcy and seconded by Councillor Tommy Reilly on conclusion of the following roll call vote:
Roll call vote (25 for, 4 Absent)

	Councillor 

	Vote 


	Cllr. Charles Bobbett 

	For 


	Cllr. Joseph Bonner 

	Absent 


	Cllr. Patrick Boshell 

	For 


	Cllr. Oliver Brooks 

	For 


	Cllr. Phillip Cantwell 

	For 


	Cllr. William Carey 

	For 


	Cllr. Shane Cassells 

	For 


	Cllr. Eugene Cassidy 

	For 


	Cllr. Jimmy Cudden 

	For 


	Cllr. Jenny Darcy 

	For 


	Cllr. Anne Dillon-Gallagher 

	For 


	Cllr. John Farrelly 

	Absent 


	Cllr. Jimmy Fegan 

	For 


	Cllr. Brian Fitzgerald 

	For 


	Cllr. Michael Gallagher 

	For 


	Cllr. Peter Higgins 

	Absent 


	Cllr. James Holloway 

	For 


	Cllr. Eoin Holmes 

	For 


	Cllr. Tom Kelly 

	For 


	Cllr. Nick Killian 

	For 


	Cllr. Noel Leonard 

	For 


	Cllr. Michael Lynch 

	Absent 


	Cllr. James Mangan 

	For 


	Cllr. Liz McCormack 

	For 


	Cllr. Seamus Murray 

	For 


	Cllr. Patsy O'Neill 

	For 


	Cllr. Joe Reilly 

	For 


	Cllr. Bryan Reilly 

	For 


	Cllr. Tommy Reilly 

	For 



	


8.2 Infrastructure

8.2.1 To resolve that the powers, functions and duties of Meath County Council in relation to the operation and maintenance of the Waste Water services within the administrative area of Kells Town shall be continued to be exercised and performed by Kells Town Council for a period of 12 months to 31st December 2009 and that Meath County Council enter into an agreement with Kells Town Council pursuant to Section 85 of the Local Government Act 2001 to give effect to these arrangements.

Approved on the proposition of Councillor Bryan Reilly, seconded by Councillor Eugene Cassidy.
8.3 Environment

8.3.1 To consider raising a loan of €22m for costs incurred as a result of site remediation at Basketstown former landfill. 
Approved on the proposition of Councillor Anne Dillon Gallagher, seconded by James Mangan

Councillor Nick Killian dissented.
8.4 Housing, Social Community & Cultural

8.4.1 To consider recommendations for the Bi Annual Arts Grant Scheme Phase II 2008

Approved on the proposition of Councillor Jenny D’Arcy, seconded by Councillor Nick Killian.
8.4.2 To consider recommendations for the Community Arts Award 2008.

Approved on the proposition of Councillor Seamus Murray, seconded by Councillor Jimmy Fegan.
8.5 Corporate Services
8.5.1 To resolve to establish a Joint Policing Committee in accordance with the provisions of Circular LG10-08
Approved on the proposition of Councillor Jim Holloway, seconded by Councillor Bryan Reilly.
8.5.2 To appoint representatives to the Joint Policing Committee in accordance with the provisions of Circular LG10-08
The following members were appointed to the Joint Policing Committee in accordance with the provisions of Circular LG10-08

· Representing Slane Electoral Area – Councillors Anne Dillon Gallagher, Tom Kelly

· Representing Trim Electoral Area – Councillors William Carey, Seamus Murray

· Representing Kells Electoral Area – Councillors Bryan Reilly, John V. Farrelly.

· Representing Dunshaughlin Electoral Area – Councillors Nick Killian, Noel Leonard.

· Representing Navan Electoral Area – to be nominated by Navan Area Members. 
· The additional four members are:
· Councillor Brian Fitzgerald, proposed by councillor Jimmy Cudden and seconded by Councillor Seamus Murray
· Councillor Jim Holloway, proposed by Councillor Jenny D’Arcy and seconded by Councillor Shane Cassells
· Councillor James Mangan, proposed by Councillor Jim Holloway and seconded by Councillor Jenny D’Arcy.
· Councillor Jimmy Fegan, proposed by Councillor Seamus Murray and seconded by Councillor Nicholas Killian.

8.5.3 To consider Draft Statement of Response to proposal for alteration of boundary to Navan Town, and if thought fit, to adopt.
Approved on the proposition of Councillor Jim Holloway, seconded by Councillor Shane Cassells.

9.0 Notices of Motion


9.1 Submitted by Councillor Brian Fitzgerald

“That this meeting requires the County Manager to present to the Council members the total breakdown of all costs and to whom payments were made in relation to the re-aligning of the Trim/Kilcock regional road.”

A report was circulated to the Council by Martin Rogers, Senior Executive Officer, The Meetings’ Administrator, Bill Sweeney advised that individual files would be made available to Councillors, on request.
Approved on the proposition of Councillor Brian Fitzgerald, seconded by Councillor Jimmy Cudden.

10.0 Schedule of Manager’s Orders

10.1 Schedule of Manager’s Orders - Infrastructure

10.2 Schedule of Manager’s Orders - Environment

10.3 Schedule of Manager’s Orders – Housing Construction

10.4 Schedule of Manager’s Orders – Community & Enterprise

The above Manager’s orders were noted by the members.

11.0 Any Other Business

This concluded the business of the meeting.
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