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Statutory Budget Meeting

  18th December 2008, Council Chamber
An Cathaoirleach, Councillor Liz Mc Cormack, presided.

Members Present:

Councillors Charles Bobbett,  Patrick Boshell, Oliver Brooks, Phillip Cantwell, William Carey, Shane Cassells, Eugene Cassidy, Jimmy Cudden, Ann Dillon Gallagher, John V Farrelly, Jimmy Fegan, Brian Fitzgerald, Michael Gallagher, Eoin Holmes, Jim Holloway, Nick Killian, Noel Leonard,  Michael Lynch, James Mangan, Seamus Murray,  Bryan Reilly, Joe Reilly, Tommy Reilly.

Officials in Attendance:

County Manager: Tom Dowling

Head of Finance:  Fiona Lawless,

Directors of Service:  Kevin Stewart, Tadhg McDonnell, Eugene Cummins, Liam Henry, Michael Killeen.
Meetings Administrator: Olive Falsey
Senior Executive Officers: Larry Whelan, Marie Byrne, Martin Rogers, Michael Griffin
Also in attendance: Barry Lynch; Michael Murtagh; Gerard Soady
Apologies: Councillors   Joseph Bonner, Jenny D’Arcy, Peter Higgins, Tom Kelly, Patsy O’ Neill.

1. Adoption of Budget

The Cathaoirleach opened the meeting and invited Councillor Murray to address the Council. Councillor Murray presented a proposal to reduce rates from the proposed 3.95% to 2% and to increase the provision for DPG’s by €140,000. He proposed the funding of the above as follows: 
	Reduction In Rates from 3.95% to 2%    
	Cost
	
	
	
	      415,682 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Increase provision for dpg 
	
	Cost
	
	
	
	      140,000 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	      555,682 

	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	The total cost of the two items above will be funded by
	
	
	

	1. Local Elections , spreading the cost of these over next 5 years
	
	
	      200,000 

	2. Members Gratuity, spreading the cost of these over the next 5 years
	
	      200,000 

	3. Reduction in the cost of running motor tax
	
	
	
	        55,810 

	4. Savings on Interest Charges and other items
	
	
	
	        44,116 

	5. Reduced spending in Arts
	
	
	
	
	
	        20,000 

	6. Reduced Spending in heritage
	
	
	
	
	        20,000 

	7. Reduced spending on civic representation
	
	
	
	        15,756 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	      555,682 


There were questions asked, and clarifications sought, by the Councillors and responses were given by the Head of Finance and the Co. Manager. 

The issue of the proposed new Corporate Headquarters was explained in detail by the Co. Manager who clarified that the €4.8m. in the Capital Account cannot be spent unless funding is granted for the project, and that it would have to come before the Council for approval.

He explained that the Council has a valuable site and that the next step in the process is the selection of an architect so that the Council can be ready to progress the work if and when funding becomes available. 
The Co. Manager assured the Councillors that the Area Offices will stay open with value for money and the delivery of the best services being the objective. However, there will be no commitment to any particular function operating from the Area Offices.
The following resolution was then proposed by Councillor Murray and seconded by Councillor Killian :
To adopt by resolution for the Financial Year ending 31st December 2009 the Annual Budget in Tables A – F and to determine in accordance with the said Budget, the General Annual Rate on Valuation being €69.6248 as set out in Table A to be the General Annual Rate on Valuation to be levied that year for the purposes set out in that table.
The resolution was adopted  on the following roll call vote:
	Councillor 
	Vote 

	Cllr. Charles Bobbett 
	Against

	Cllr. Joseph Bonner 
	Absent

	Cllr. Patrick Boshell 
	For

	Cllr. Oliver Brooks 
	For 

	Cllr. Phillip Cantwell 
	For

	Cllr. William Carey 
	Against

	Cllr. Shane Cassells 
	For

	Cllr. Eugene Cassidy 
	Against

	Cllr. Jimmy Cudden 
	For

	Cllr. Jenny Darcy 
	Absent

	Cllr. Anne Dillon-Gallagher 
	Against

	Cllr. John Farrelly 
	Against 

	Cllr. Jimmy Fegan 
	For

	Cllr. Brian Fitzgerald 
	For

	Cllr. Michael Gallagher 
	Against

	Cllr. Peter Higgins 
	Absent

	Cllr. James Holloway 
	Against

	Cllr. Eoin Holmes 
	For

	Cllr. Tom Kelly 
	Absent

	Cllr. Nick Killian 
	For

	Cllr. Noel Leonard 
	For

	Cllr. Michael Lynch 
	For 

	Cllr. James Mangan 
	For

	Cllr. Liz McCormack 
	For

	Cllr. Seamus Murray 
	For 

	Cllr. Patsy O'Neill 
	Absent 

	Cllr. Bryan Reilly 
	For

	Cllr. Joe Reilly 
	Against

	Cllr. Tommy Reilly 
	For


Result: 
For  16,     Against: 8,     Absent: 5
2. Approval of Over Expenditure

To approve by resolution estimated over expenditure for financial year ending 31st. December 2008 as set out in Table A- F and Out-turn details (circulated).

Proposed by Councillor Brooks seconded by Cllr Carey and unanimously agreed.
This concluded the business of the meeting.
CS_09Jan_Item_Item1-2_Mins_Statutory Budget_18-12-08..doc
Page 3 of 3
Meath County Council, County Hall, Railway Street, Navan, County  Meath

Telephone: 046 9097000, Fax: 046 9097001, web: www.meath.ie, Email info@meathcoco.ie

